Augustine Viellat had drawn her black shawl across her chest
and the shawl trembled a little.

"So, if I bring them to you?" asked Jean-Francois.

"I shall thank you," said die farmer's wife.

"It's not without danger, I must warn you," said Jean-Frangois.
"There is also with them . . ."

"I think you're really a little young, mon petit, to be giving
me advice in my own house," Augustine Viellat broke in.

"And what about their safety?" asked Jean-Frangois.

"My husband and my daughter think the way I do and the
farni-hand was here in my father-in-law's time," said Augustine
Viellat impatiently.

"There are seven or eight of us," said Jean-Frangois.

"The house is big."

"What about food?" asked Jean-Frangois.

"No one has died of hunger, thanks to God, even in these times
of misfortune, at Augustine Viellat's," said the farmer's wife.

VI

They arrived in small groups in two nights. The Canadian
Commandos of Dieppe had passed through ten shelters; fisher-
men's cottages, country squires' chateaux, mountain hamlets, road-
side inns. The two R.A.F. pilots, who were wounded, had been
cared for in the home of a country doctor for weeks. The Belgian
snipers had worked at felling trees as woodcutters. Finally Felix
brought a taciturn Pole who had had all the fingers of his right
hand broken by the Germans before he had escaped.

To bed these men in the attic Augustine Viellat had stripped
all the beds of their mattresses and taken out of the chests the
finest sheets in the house. To feed them she found raw hams
smoked with herbs, preserved goose, eggs from the yard, salt
butter, honey from the hills, and jams made on the farm with
pure sugar. Her guests never knew that she was t&us sacrificing
all the reserves she had accumulated for a winter of famine and
that she was giving up to them all her family's bread rations. This
proud and despotic boss's wife cared for them with a solicitude
full of timidity. They seemed to her to be somewhat fabulous
beings. They came from so far away. They were still fighting.
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